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The Ecomuseum of the Pistoia Mountains, inaugurated in 
1990, engages visitors in the knowledge of our territory 
and natural environment, through emotions and sensorial 
experiences; with its six open-air routes, teaching hubs and 
historical artifacts, including ironworks, ice houses and 
water mills, it allows you to directly experience the history 
of this mountain area and its population.

It is visited by more than 15,000 people every year; it o� ers 
handicraft classes and didactic workshops for schools.

You can also arrange a personalised tour, guided by 
Ecomuseum experts.

THE VERDIANA VALLEY WOLF
The museum exhibits a beautiful taxidermy specimen of Italian 
wolf (Canis lupus italicus), which was discovered in March 
2020 in the Verdiana Valley, near San Marcello Pistoiese. It is 
a large-sized elderly animal, weighing 39 kilos.

This mammal returned to the Pistoia Apennine area several 
decades ago, presumably due to conservation policies aimed 
at this species, to the re-naturalisation of the habitat as a 
consequence of pastures being abandoned, as well as to the 
widespread presence of ungulates (roe deer, fallow deer and 
wild boars), its natural preys.

Few animals are as admired and feared as the wolf, possibly 
due to the long-standing relationship between this wonderful 
carnivore and human beings, which was established in ancient 
times, given that it was the � rst animal to be domesticated 
approximately 15,000 years ago.
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THE MuNAP MUSEUM
Via Orange, Gavinana - 51028 San Marcello Piteglio (Pistoia)

Inaugurated in June 2018 on the new premises of Palazzo 
Achilli in Gavinana, the museum includes natural history and 
archaeological exhibits, which are part of the documentation 
collected over the years by the Gruppo Naturalistico Appennino 
Pistoiese (an association formed by local enthusiasts and 
natural science experts). The exhibition, divided into thematic 
areas, allows visitors to delve into the past through numerous 
� ndings which illustrate the natural history of the region.

In the Museum you can � nd out about mammals, birds and 
insects, typical of Apennine forests, as well as fascinating 
minerals, fossils, rocks and prehistoric tools.
The tours are guided by Gruppo Naturalistico, which also 
does dissemination and study work regarding nature across 
the Pistoia region, in partnership with universities, scienti� c 
museums and research centres.

WHEN TUSCANY WAS ON THE EQUATOR LINE
The Museum includes one of the most important fossil � ora 
collections from the Upper Carboniferous period found in the 
Monti Pisani region, dating back to over 300 million years ago. Its 
collection features a wide variety of � ndings from several groups 
of fossil plants, most of them (including ferns and horsetails) 
forming large forests at the time, which could reach more than 
10 m in height. During that geological period, the position of the 
continents was close to the Equator line, which produced lush 
vegetation growth, typical of an equatorial or sub-tropical humid 
climate.

THE CAVE BEAR
In a fascinating reconstruction of a prehistoric setting, you 
have here a unique specimen of cave bear skeleton (Ursus 
spelaeus), from the Grotta dei Porci in the Lima Valley. This 
site is one of the most valuable in Tuscany, because of the 
huge number of bones (more than 800) discovered there, 
belonging in particular to young and female animals of this 
species.
The cave bear was larger than the brown bear (Ursus arctos) 
and its diet mainly consisted of plants. Ursus spelaeus became 
extinct during the last glacial maximum (approximately 
24,000 years ago) when temperatures reached their lowest 
levels. 
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PREHISTORY ON THE PISTOIA APENNINE
The � rst signs of human population in the Pistoia Apennine 
area date to the end of the Upper Palaeolithic (12-10 thousand 
years ago). The prehistoric sites of Mammiano Basso (in the 
Ponte Sospeso area) and of Pontepetri bear witness to the 
� rst phase of this event, which took place around the end of 
the last glaciation, when milder temperatures allowed for the 
colonisation of mountain regions. The prehistoric tools made of 
� int and Alpine animal bones on display will guide you back in 
time, to prehistory, when humans were still hunter-gatherers 
and relied strongly on natural resources and on the surrounding 
climate, a sign of the strong connection between humans and 
nature.


